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SUBJECT: PRESS REACTION TO BUTZ-LARDINOIS PRESS CONFERENCE 
SUMMARY 

1. PRESS REACTION AVAILABLE TO USEC TODAY ON JOINT 
PRESS CONFERENCE NOVEMBER 4 BY SECRETARY BUTZ AND 
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EC COMMISSIONER LARDINOIS GENERALLY FAVORABLE, 
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EMPHASIZING AREAS OE US/EC AGREEMENT. END SUMMARY. 

2. LONDON TIMES POINTED TO BUTZ-LARDINOIS AGREEMENT ON NEED 
TO INCREASE EOOD PRODUCTION IN LDCS. ARTICLE REPORTED 
BUTZ' DETERMINATION NOT TO IMPOSE EXPORT CONTROLS ON 
CEREALS DUE TO US INTEREST IN MAINTAINING EUROPEAN 
MARKET. " BUT HE WARNED BEEE EXPORTERS, PARTICULARLY THE 
AUSTRALIANS, THAT THE US MIGHT HAVE TO INTRODUCE IMPORT 
RESTRICTIONS NEXT YEAR," THE ARTICLE CONCLUDE. 

2. GUARDIAN LEAD SAID BUTZ "DELIVERED A CLEAR WARNING HERE 
TODAY THAT WHILE AMERICAN IS LIKELY TO REMAIN THE 
WORLD'S BREAD-BASKET EOR MANY YEARS TO COME, OTHER 
COUNTRIES WILL HAVE TO PAY MORE EOR EEEDING THOSE 

IN NEED." ARTICLE REFERRED TO "OPTIMISTIC FORECAST" 

EOR NEXT YEAR'S CROPS; SAID AMERICANS ARE ITTITATED BY EC 
PLANS TO OFEER COMMODITY STABILIZATION ARRANGEMENT 
EOR LDCS BECAUSE PROPOSALS MAY LEAD TO "WORLD WIDE 
PRESSURE EOR SUCH A SYSTEM." ARTICLE POINTED OUT THAT 
BUTZ AND LARDINOIS AGREE MAJOR THEME AT WORLD EOOD 
CONEERENCE WILL BE TO ENCOURAGE AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION 
IN LDCS. SOMEWHAT CONTENTIOUS TONE OF ARTICLE WAS 
IN CONTRAST TO MORE POSITIVE REPORTS IN MOST PAPERS. 

3. INFLUENTIAL EUROPE BULLETIN CARRIES EXTENSIVE REPORT 
ON PRESS CONEERENCE, POINTED OUT EARLY IN THE ARTICLE 
LARDINOIS REITERATION "THE COMMUNITY IS DOING ITS UTMOST" 

TO HOLD DOWN AGRICULTURAL IMPORTS PROM THE U.S. 

ARTICLE SAID THAT ON EVE OP THE WFC THE US AND EC ARE TRYING TO 
MINIMIZE "CERTAIN DIVERGENT APPROACHES" AND THEN 
DESCRIBED POSITIONS ON CEREALS STORAGE POLICY, WORLD 
POOD AUTHORITY JGEC OPPOSES, "THE US ATTITUDE, AS MR. 

BUTZ EXPLAINED, IS QUITE OPEN"), INCREASED PRODUCTION IN LDCS 
AND INCREASED POOD AID (US WANTS REDISTRIBUTION OF 
RESPONSIBILITIES EOR POOD AID). 

4. GERMAN PRESS VERY PAVORABLE. HANDELSBLATT NOTED 
"FAR-REACHING AGREEMENT OP THE INITIAL POSITONS REGARDING 
THE MAIN THEMES OP THE ROME CONEERENCE." FRANKPURTER 
RUNDSCHAU TOOK SAME LINE. DIE WELT STRESSED BUTZ EMPHASIS ON 
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VOLUNTARY MONITORING OP EXPORTS IN ORDER TO MAINTAIN ROLE AS 
RELIABLE SUPPLIER TO EC. 

5. BELGIAN PRESS PAVORABLE PRONT-PAGE STORY WITH 
PHOTO IN DE STAND AARD TITLED "LARDINOIS-BUTZ MEETING 
RESULTS IN CLARIPICATION; UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN EC 
AND US IN AGRICULTURAL AFPAIRS ECFLLFNT." ARTICLE 
CITED LARDINOIS PROMISE OP BETTER CONTROL OP EC'S 
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IMPORT NEEDS, IN ORDER TO PREVENT SPECULATIVE ORDERS 
FROM US. STORY CONTINUED, " BUTZ ALSO DEFUSED THE 
FORD TIME-BOMB" REGARDING COUNTERVAILING PROCEDURE 
ON EC SUBSIDIZED EC EXPORTS OF CHEESE. "BUTZ AND 
LARDINOIS ALSO SEEM TO HAVE CLEARED MISUNDERSTANDINGS 
REGARDING EC INTENTIONS REGARDING LDC EXPORT EARNING 
GUARANTEES." 

LES OIR (BRUSSELS)) SAID THAT TALKS MAINLY CONCERNED 
CEREALS. LARDINOIS "INDICATED THE COMMUNITY PLANS CLOSER 
SURVEILLANCE OF IMPORTS BY PUTTING THEM ON A "STRICT NEED 
BASIS." HOWEVER, ARTICLE CONTINUED, US OPPOSED TO 
COMMODITY AGREEMENTS WHILE EC FAVORS THEM. 

6. IRISH TIMES SAID BUTZ AND LARDINOIS MET TO EXPRESS 
RESPECTIVE GOOD INTENTIONS. 

7. REUTER BRUSSELS DISPATCH REPORTED BUTZ AFFIRMATION, 

"THE USG INTENDED TO KEEP AN OPEN GRAIN MARKET THIS YEAR 
AND HAD AN 'ABSOLUTE WILL' TO MAINTAIN FREE TRADE WITHIN 
A MONITORING SYSTEM." 

8. UPI LEAD SAID "THE US PROPOSED TODAY A NEW 

WORLD FOOD AGENCY TO BRING RUSSIA AND THE OIL PRODUCING 
NATIONS INTO FOOD AID PROGRAMS." ARTICLE ALSO MENTIONED 
LARDINOIS PROMISE EC WOULD MONITOR ITS GRAIN IMPORTS, 

NEEDS AND CONTRACTS. 

9. FRENCH CORRESPONDENTS FOR LE MONDE AND LE FIGARO 
TOLD USEC PUBLIC AFFAIRS COUNSELOR AT EC COMMISSION 
RECEPTION NOVEMBER 4 THAT THEY WOULD NOT FILE STORIES ON 
PRESS CONFERENCE. REASON WAS THAT BUTZ AND LARDINOIS 
WERE SO MUCH IN AGREEMENT TPAT IN THEIR 

APPEARANCE BEFORE PRESS " REAL DIVERGENCES BETWEEN 

AMERICAN AND EUROPEAN AGRICULTURAL POLICIES WERE NOT BROUGHT OUT". 
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10. AT SAME RECEPTION OTHER JOURNALISTS EXPRESSED SOME 
SKEPTICISM AT HOW COMMODITY AGREEMENTS BASED ON 
QUANTITY TARGETS MIGHT BE ANY MORE LIKELY TO 
CONTRIBUTE TO STABLE SUPPLY CONDITIONS THAN WERE 
COMMODITY AGREEMENTS BASED ON RELATIVELY NARROW 
RANGE OF MINIMUM AND MAXIMUM PRICES. 

HOFFMAN 
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